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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 184  

By  Cobb J 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the “Sweet-N-Sassy 

Hattitudes” chapter of the Red Hat Society on 
the occasion of National Red Hat Day. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should recognize prominent 

organizations on the event of significant occasions held in their honor; and 

 WHEREAS, “the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes” chapter of the Red Hat Society is one such 

organization; and  

 WHEREAS, on April 25, 2009, the local “Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes” chapter of the Red 

Hat Society will join more than 500,000 Red Hatters worldwide in celebrating National Red Hat 

Day; and 

 WHEREAS, driven by their motto of “Fun and Friendship after Fifty,” the Red Hat 

Society, a self-proclaimed “dis-organization,” began as a group of women who decided to greet 

middle age with confidence; and 

 WHEREAS, it was founded in April of 1998 in California by Sue Ellen Cooper, who is 

now the exalted Queen Mother of the entire society; Ms. Cooper’s friend, Linda Murphy, serves 

as the First Vice-Mother; and 

 WHEREAS, the idea for the Red Hat Society was derived from the Jenny Joseph poem, 

“Warning,” which begins, “When I am an old woman, I shall wear purple, With a red hat which 

doesn’t go, and doesn’t suit me”; and 

 WHEREAS, the distinguishing mark of a Red Hatter is that she wears a red hat with 

purple attire; members under the age of fifty, called “Sweet Peas,” must wear pink hats and 

lavender attire until the occasion of their fiftieth birthday, when they become true Red Hatters; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, the Red Hat Society appeals to a wide variety of women from all walks of 

life and backgrounds; many women who have experienced the death of a spouse have found a 

wealth of friends and fun in the Society, renewing their enjoyment of life; and 

 WHEREAS, each group of Red Hatters chooses a name that sets them apart from other 

groups; the local chapter which bears the name “Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes” received its charter 

on September 3, 2003, with Anna Sprankell as Queen Momma, Dianne Tuckier as Vice-Queen, 

and Pat Doughty as Queen of the Call Girls (telephone committee); and 

 WHEREAS, Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes boasts the membership of eighty ladies who “just 

wanna have fun” by donning red and purple attire and sparkling jewels and going out with their 

friends; and 

 WHEREAS, the ladies of the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes reach out to each other and 

provide support to members and their families through prayer and by giving of their time and 

resources to help one another enjoy life; and 

 WHEREAS, although the primary aim of the Red Hat Society is to provide ladies with an 

avenue for relaxation and fun, non-profit organizations have been the beneficiaries of the 

Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes’ fashion shows, which have been presented for “Hats from the 

Heart,” an organization supporting the victims of breast cancer; and 

 WHEREAS, the main organization receiving support from the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes 

is the Women’s Care Center, through the Red Hatters’ participation in Walk for Life as 

volunteers and fundraisers; and 

 WHEREAS, the ladies that comprise the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes chapter are diverse 

in their accomplishments and professional backgrounds; and 

 WHEREAS, a diverse and interesting group of women, the members of the Sweet-N-

Sassy Hattitudes chapter come from a number of backgrounds and interesting careers, 

including the following sampling:  Queen Momma Anna Sprankell owned a floral business and is 

the co-owner of a rocking horse company; Elizabeth Swafford spent thirty-eight years practicing 

in the health field; Glema Walker worked for thirty years for the Department of Human Services; 

Barbara Mauldin worked for forty-one years in education, fifteen of which as an elementary 

principal, and she now serves on the Rhea Medical Center Board of Directors; Lenita Sanders is 
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a retired Navy officer who is the current Director of the Women’s Care Center; Eleanor Williams 

is a retired educator and former Supervisor and Superintendent of Rhea County Schools; 

Dianne Tuckier is a retired legal secretary; and Karen West works as a massage therapist; and 

 WHEREAS, Celia Dixon is a retired school librarian and a current Rhea Medical Center 

volunteer who also works with shut-ins; Judy Barth is the long-time owner of a home-based 

health and nutrition business; Karen Clark works as an interior designer; Mary Gill coordinates 

trips and events for senior citizens; Dianna Gupton owns a bed and breakfast and a catering 

service; Robin Howell is a former Director of Nursing; Charlotte Johnston is a special education 

teacher and single mother who worked as a school aide while completing her degree; Jo 

Hartgen is a successful retired retail proprietor; and Dawn Opperman owns and operates a tax 

service; and 

 WHEREAS, Rhonda Scott is a retired TVA engineer; Jane Poole is a retired business 

support representative for TVA; Pauletta Caldwell is the owner of an upscale thrift and antique 

shop; Marilyn Thorla is a retired Director of Nursing who currently mentors breast cancer 

patients; Victoria Travis is a professional pie baker and caterer; Anna Tromanhauser is the 

manager of a home-based jewelry business; and Barbara Reed manages a large mule 

company and farm; and 

 WHEREAS, the other women that make up the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes include: 

Brandy Anderson, Hattie Barnes, Mary Barnett, Amanda Baughman, Dee Beach, Cheryl Beard, 

Yvonne Beaty, Charline Brady, Catherine Brown, Jan Bruce, Sylvia Capps, Karolyn Carlyle, 

Marilyn Comer, Ruth Cook, Sandy Cook, Colleen Dodd, Pat Doughty, Minnie Dugan, Mildred 

Frazier, Donice Gass, Barbara Gilliam, Juanita Green, Dee Grove, Rene Hickman, Robbie 

Higginbotham, Regina Hogue, Carol Holloway, Rebekah Jones, Joan Kaplan, Janis Keith, Carla 

Keller, Elizabeth Layne, Evelyn Lee, Tracy Lester, Kate Losey, Amy McDonald, Susie Nash, 

Mary Norwood, Rosie Penny, Inez Phillips, Linda Poindexter, Ruby Revis, Belva Rhoads, Paula 

Kay Ricketts, Linda Roddy, Phyllis Rose, Karen Shirley, Beverly Smith, Atticia Sunderland, 

Gracie Thomson, Barbara Trowell, Kim Tuttle, Carol Wilkey, Bettina A. Wilson, and Debbie 

Woodworth; and 
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 WHEREAS, especially noteworthy is the oldest member of “Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes,” 

Minnie Dugan, who, at the age of ninety-one, is an excellent seamstress and designer who 

volunteers three to four days a week; and 

 WHEREAS, the group recently experienced its first loss when Juanita Green, an 

accomplished dancer, singer, and cherished friend, passed away at the age of eighty; and  

 WHEREAS, the distinguished women in the Sweet-N-Sassy Hattitudes chapter of the 

Red Hat Society have contributed much to the State of Tennessee through their volunteer 

service, their friendship, and their network of support for those in need, and for this they deserve 

to be specially recognized upon the celebration of National Red Hat Day; now, therefore 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we honor and commend the eighty women of the local Sweet-N-Sassy 

Hattitudes chapter of the Red Hat Society, extending to them our gratitude for their continued 

involvement in lives of the citizens of Tennessee and wishing them joy on the occasion of 

National Red Hat Day on April 25, 2009. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


